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Welcome Sas family 

Michael and Heather Sas 

have twor sons:Zander 

(second grader at SCCS) and 

Grayson (TK at SCCS). 

Michael works with Demme 

Learning, Homeschool 

Sales and Heather is part of 

the library staff at 

Northwestern College in 

Orange City. 

As a family they enjoy bike 

rides, walks, traveling, 

playing games and 

swimming. 

They attended Carmel 

Reformed Church before 

joining the Bethel CRC 

family. 

What helped you decide to 

join Bethel? "We appreciate 

your commitment and 

support of Christian 

Education." 

Name: Mason Stetson 

Years at Bethel: 19 

Favorite Bible passage and why: 

Colossians 3:23-24. This verse is a 

reminder to me that no matter 

what I chose to do in life, or where 

life takes me, that everything I do 

should be done to the best of my 

ability because I am servingJesus, 

not just other humans through 

work. 

Continued on pg 2.

Name: Justin Bleeker 

Years at Bethel: 20 

Who has influenced your faith 

life and why: My parents have 

influenced my faith life a lot in my 

past 20 years. From the time I was 

born they introduced me to God 

and taught me how important it is 

to have a strong relationship with 

him. They've taught me the 

Continued on pg 2.



NEW MEMBERS CONTINUED ... 

"Mason" from pg. 1 

Favorite thing about church and 

why: I've appreciated Pastor John's 

sermons, all the familiar friendly 

faces, and the community that 

Bethel has. 

What are you up to now (school, 

work, etc.): Sophomore at 

Northwestern College in Orange 

City; also working for my grandpa 

and uncle at Van Voorst Cattle. 

Hobbies: Hanging out with friends, 

playing basketball, lifting, anything 

outside. 

THANKYOU 

Thank you Bethel CRC for sharing 

your gifts with Habitat for 

Humanity and helping love our 

neighbors in need of housing. 

We are blessed by the body of 

Christ sharing their time, talents 

and treasures to share His light 

with those in need. God's blessings 

to you all in this 2022! 

~ Sioux/and Habitat for Humanity 

"Justin" from pg 1. 

importance of going to church, doing devotions, and have 

shown me why it's important to have a strong relationship 

with God. They've been amazing leaders in the past 20 years 

of my life and have been amazing role models to me. 

Favorite Bible passage and why: Isaiah 41:10. I love this 

bible verse because it reminds that no matter what God will 

always be there for me through good and bad. 

Favorite song and why: My favorite song is "Amazing Grace" 

because it reminds me of God's endless love for us and how 

he has saved us from all of our sins. 

Favorite thing about church and why: Hhow we are one big 

family in Christ. I feel so lucky to be apart of the community 

that our church has knowing that each and every one of us is 

there to help one another at any given time. 

What you wish you could change about church and why: 

Nothing. I love how we have one big family who believe in God 

and I love Pastor John Lee not only because he is a great 

pastor but also because of how great of a leader and teacher 

he is for all of us. 

How you would like to be involved in church and why: I 

would like to be involved in church through Sunday school 

classes. I've always enjoyed teaching and spending time with 

the younger kids of our church and would love to teach them 

more about God. 

What are you up to now (school, work, etc.): a junior at 

South Dakota State University where I major in Animal 

Science/Pre-Vet. 

Hobbies: Fishing, working construction, and showing 

livestock. 



SANCTITY OF LIFE: CHRISTIANS CANNOT BE COMPLACENT 

We live with the aftermath of 49 

years of legalized abortion. On 

Jan. 22, 1973, the U.S. Supreme 

Court allowed the destruction 

of unborn children throughout 

all nine months of pregnancy in 

its tragic Roe v. Wade decision. 

A staggering 62 million lives 

have been lost to legal abortion 

since then and untold women 

have suffered physical and 

psychological damage. As a 

society, we deal with the 

resultant guilt and cheapening 

of human life, not to mention 

the loss of potential 

relationships and productive 

citizens. 

At that time, the Court declared 

that it didn't know exactly when 

life began. Since then, science 

has proven by genetic mapping 

that the DNA code for life is 

created at conception. 

Ultrasound can detect heart 

beats at 6-7 weeks gestation 

and babies can be viable 

outside the womb after 23 

weeks. 

People who argue for abortion 

"rights" emphasize "choice" or 

"control over one's own body," 

not recognizing another's tiny 

body should also be 

considered. Let us choose to 

help and protect the lives of 

both the woman and the child. 

Actor Kirk Cameron spoke at 

the recent March for Life , an 

annual event in Washington, 

D.C. attended by tens of 

thousands of marchers in spite 

of cold weather. 

"We're at a tipping point," 

Cameron told "Fox & Friends 

Weekend" co-host Rachel 

Campos-Duffy. "The tide is 

turning, science is making it 

more and more difficult for us 

to pretend like it's not a baby in 

the womb. We know that it 

is.Even in Hollywood, there are 

more and more people who are 

embracing the idea that life is a 

gift from God." 

He added,"lf you talk to the 

people who are here, some 

people don't understand why 

we come and why we're 

marching, but we understand 

as the family of faith, that our 

hope is ultimately not in who 

governs us, it's not in the laws 

that we make as a nation. Our 

hope is in the power of God 

working in the hearts of people, 

and there are thousands and 

thousands of us here today, we 

want to make a difference, we 

want to champion life." 

The theme for this year's march 

was Equality Begins in the 

Womb. 

"We are hoping and praying 

that this year, 2022, will bring a 

historic change for life," said 

Jeanne Mancini, president of 

March for Life, at the rally. 

"Roe," she said, "is not settled 

law." 

Such statements carry extra 

weight this year because of 

Dobbs v. Jackson Women's 

Health Organization, a pivotal 

Mississippi abortion case that 

many in the pro-life movement 

see as the best possible 

opportunity to reverse Roe V. 

Wade. A decision in the case 

isn't expected until the end of 

the court's term in June. 

"The Supreme Court, 

God-willing, (is) poised to affirm 

the Dobbs case, to prevent 

abortions after 15 weeks, but 

also to begin, and we hope, the 

dismantling of Roe v. Wade," said 

Rep. Chris Smith (R-N.J.), who 

spoke during the rally. 

Archbishop William E. Lori of 

Baltimore said,''The Church's 

opposition to abortion is a 

response of love for both 

mothers and their children in 

the womb. The Church's 

teaching proclaims a message 

of life, reminding us that every 

life is a sacred gift from God 

from the moment of conception 

until natural death," in a 

statement. 

To further quote Lori, "We 

cannot build a truly just society 

and remain complacent when 

faced with the massive impact 

of Roe v. Wade, which has taken 

over 60 million lives since 1973. 

May we pray, fast, and work for 

the day when the gift of every 

human life is protected in law 

and welcomed in love." 

AMEN to that! 



RESOURCE CENTER 

As a Discipleship Committee we interviewed some family groups in the church and many of them said 

they would like us to provide more resources and suggestions. Here are some of those resources: 

Devotional suggestions: 

EVERYONE 

• Bible RECAP
• Daily Bread
• Daily Power by Craig Groeschel
• Dinner Table Devotions by Nancy Guthrie
• Live in Grace, Walk in Love: A 365-Day Journey

by Bob Goff
• Long Story Short: Ten Minute Devotions to

Draw Your Family to God by Marty

Machowski
• Read through the 10 Commandments, one

at a time and discuss their meaning
• Read through the Bible chronologically
• Seasonal devotions for Lent, Easter,

Thanksgiving, Christmas
• Old Story New: Ten Minute Devotions to Draw

Your Family to God by Marty Machowski
• Teach Us to Pray: Scripture-Centered Family

Worship through the Year by Elizabeth

Vander Haagen and Lora A. Copley
• The TODAY
• The Greatest Gift: Unwrapping the Full Love

Story of Christmas by Ann Voskamp 
• What if Jesus Was Serious by SkyeJethani

YOUTH 

• 100 Bible Stories/100 Bible Songs by Stephen

Elkins
• Children's Story Bible
• How Great is Our God by Louie Giglio
• I Am Devotional by Diane Stortz
• Indescribable Stories about God through

Creation and Science by Louie Giglio
• Keys for Kids App
• Kids Bible App
• Triple Dog Dare: One Year of Dynamic

Devotions for Boys by Jeremy V. Jones
• Using the Sunday School sheets
• The Simple Truth Bible: The Best Minute of

Your Day by Group Youth Ministries

Resources

ADULTS 

• Books by Jim Schaap
• Jesus Always by Sarah Young
• Jesus Calling by Sarah Young
• New Morning Mercies: A Daily Gospel

Devotional by Paul David Tripp
• Night Light: A Devotional for Couples by

James and Shirley Dobson
• Sacred Parenting by Gary Thomas
• The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren
• That the World May Know by Ray Vander

Laan (devotional app)



100TH ANNIVERSARY SPOTLIGHT: WORSHIP IN THE 1920 ERA 

Psalm Singing and Worship 

Practices from the 1920s 

The history of Reformed psalm 

singing dates back to John 

Calvin, who set the standard 

with the Genevan Psalter. These 

melodies were composed 

1539-1562 at Calvin's request 

and were written in French 

metrical version. 

The Provincial Synod of 

Dordrecht decreed that the 

Calvinist version of Votum 

(Psalm 124:8) be used at the 

beginning of every service. The 

services included many prayers 

as well as singing the Psalms. 

Singing was different than we 

sing today.The melody was very 

slow and sung by everyone, no 

divided parts or harmonization. 

A Voorzanger (cantor or song 

leader,often a male school 

teacher) would lead the singing. 

He would begin with a few 

psalms before the service, as 

the Dominee (minister) and the 

Ouderling (elders) and Diaken 

(deacons) proceed into the 

sanctuary to sit at the front of 

the church. 

Some may remember the 

throne-like chairs in the front of 

church where the Dominee 

would sit. This signaled the 

beginning of the formal service. 

The organist played a note and 

the congregation would stand 

for singing an entire psalm, all 

the verses. The Dominee would 

read the Law (Exodus 20:1-17) 
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Small personal Psalter form 1923. You would have carried this to church with you 

because many churches did not have them in the pews. In the back is the 

Heidelberg Catechism and forms for Baptism, Communion, and Confession of Faith, 

along with Christian Prayers. The Prayers would have been used in the service 

depending on the Voorzanger (leader) or the Dominee (Reverend) choice. 

every Sunday. Sometimes the 

sermon was so long that they 

would take a break and sing a 

psalm in between the preaching 

of the Word. The Dominee 

would lead a long 

congregational prayer. The 

sermon would be followed by 

prayer and singing of a psalm. 

The dominee would conclude 

the service by offering up the 

familiar Aaronic benediction 

from Numbers 6:24-26: "The 

Lord bless thee, and keep thee: 

The Lord make his face shine 

upon thee, and be gracious 

unto thee: The Lord lift up his 

countenance upon thee, and 

give thee peace. Amen." (KJV) 

On loan from Leendert Van Beek 

It was not until the 20th century 

that an English Psalter was 

adopted in 1916 by Classis 

Illinois. They wanted a more 

Americanized songbook for the 

English-speaking congregations. 

Synod appointed a study 

committee, which gave an 

extensive report in 1920 and 

proposed an order of worship 

for the morning service. The Act 

of Synod from 1928 outlined 

the formal worship order every 

CRC church was expected to 

follow: 

• Votum-Psalm 124:8

• Salutation

Continued on pg. 6 



Worship from pg. 5 

• Psalm

• The Law

• Scripture Lesson

• Psalm

• General Prayer

• Psalm with Offering or

following the Offering

• Sermon Text

• Sermon

• Closing Prayer

• Psalm and Doxology

• Benediction

The adoption of an 

English-language Psalter was a 

big move for the church. During 

WORSHIP CONTINUED ... 

World War I, German was not 

allowed to be spoken in the U.S. 

Because Dutch sounds very 

much like German, churches 

conceded to use English. 

However, when the war was 

over, many returned to the 

Dutch language and some 

churches even split over the 

issue. 

In 1920, you would have come 

to church in your very best 

clothes.The men would have 

worn a suit, tie and hat (of 

course, the hat came off once 

they entered the building), the 

women wore dresses, and 

children were dressed in their 

Sunday best.You would have 

carried your psalm boekje 

(small black psalter) and your 

own Bijbel (Dutch for Bible). You 

probably arrived in horse and 

buggy, although some people 

came in cars. 

At Bethel, we did not have a 

written bulletin. The dominee 

would announce each part of 

the liturgy at Sunday services. It 

is no wonder that worship 

services would sometimes last 

two hours. 
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